MARSH   WILLOW   HERB, Epilobium palustre L.

294. Marsh Willow Herb, Epilobium palustre L. (X i);
perennial with slender subterranean scaly stolons bearing in
autumn scaly buds; stems slender, erect, rounded, more or less
equally hairy all

JJround, the hairs
soft and short;
leaves sessile, op-
posite, but the
upper becoming
alternate and
bract-like, lan-
ceolate to almost,
linear, apex ob-
tuse, finely hairy,
especially on the
midrib below,
lateral nerves few,
ascending; flow-
ers (A, X 1$) few
to solitary at the

Jbp of the stems,
each subtended
by a leafy bract,
distinctly stalked,
nodding in bud;
ovary (inferior)
resembling a
thickened stalk
and densely and
softly pubescent;
calyx shortly
tubular 4-lobed, lobes oblong, hairy, margined with red; petals
(B, X 2) 4, rosy-lilac, J in. long, deeply notched; stamens
(C, X 2) 8; anthers broadly ellipsoid; style (D, X 2) with a club-
shaped, entire stigma ; capsule (E, X 2) up to about 3 in-
long, slender, splitting from the top downwards and releasing
rows of superposed seeds (F, X 2J), the latter smooth but
crowned by a tuft of long silky hairs lilce the pappus of a thistle
jjfamily Onagraceae).

feThis is found in wet boggy places, and flowers in summer.
ft is widely distributed as far as Asiatic Russia and even into
the Arctic regions.
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